Artist sketch of the new development across Wellington Road from Elms Field

Artist sketch of the new development from Carnival roundabout

IMPROVING FACILITIES WHAT’S NEXT?
ACROSS THE BOROUGH
The work at Carnival is part of a series of works by the
Council to improve sports, library and community
facilities across the Borough.

Libraries
The Council’s Library Offer consultation in 2016
gave a strong picture of what people wanted from
their local library. This included support for longer
opening hours, co-location with other services
(Council, health, community) and a wider range of
events for both families and adults.
Here are some of the projects we have been
working on across the Borough to improve our
libraries:
■	Installing self-service kiosks to make it easier
to borrow and renew books, pay fines and
carry out other transactions
■ Bringing in extended opening hours so more
people can access the library
■ Improvements to library buildings including
a new courtyard garden, a new hireable
meeting room and improvements to the
entrance area at Woodley Library
■ New reception desks, carpeting and
refurbishment works at out three largest libraries
■ Working with other services to bring library
schemes to local communities such as the
Bookstart days at Dinton Pastures and
delivering a home library service to residential
care homes across the Borough
■ An increasingly varied range of events varying
from lectures, to drop in writing sessions and
art courses

Leisure centres
In early 2017 the Council adopted the new Leisure Strategy
which focusses on improving access to a wide range of sports
and leisure facilities across the Borough. Here are some of
the projects we have been working on:
■ Working in partnership with the Lawn Tennis Association
to create a new tennis hub at Cantley park with 12
tennis courts, floodlighting to extend use and a new
clubhouse. The new facility will open in May
■ Developing proposals to rebuild Bulmershe leisure
centre in Woodley with a new facility including sports
hall, six lane swimming pool, gym and fitness studio.
Work on the new centre is expected to complete in 2019
■ Developing plans for a new leisure centre in Arborfield
which is expected to open summer 2018
■ Purchased land at Gray’s Farm which is set to become an
outdoor leisure hub for the area
■ Started work on re-opening the Ryeish Green Sports Hall
as a new community leisure facility with improved
facilities including outdoor sports pitches and changing
facilities

Getting involved
We’re in the process of developing detailed designs and
technical assessments we need to submit the planning
application later this summer. We are showing the
designs now, so you can share your thoughts and ideas
before a planning application is submitted.
We will be using your feedback to help shape the
application as well as help us carry out more work on
things like the internal layout of the library and public
spaces. We will also use it to get a detailed picture of
what events could run in the new centre. We will be
talking to you more about these as we get closer to the
new facility opening in 2021.
Let us know what you think of our new proposals for a
leisure, culture and community hub by contacting the
Regeneration Team at:
towncentre.regeneration@wokingham.gov.uk ; or
by post at: Town Centre Regeneration, Wokingham
Borough Council, Civic Offices, Shute End, Wokingham.
RG40 1BN; by Sunday 21 May 2017.
You will also be able to make comments about the
designs as part of the formal planning application
process this summer. We will be letting you know about
this closer to the time.

Will I still be able to access
the existing facilities whilst
the new one is built?
We don’t expect any significant impact on library users
as the new building will be completed and fitted out
before the old library closes (although there would be
a brief closure while all the books and other stocks are
moved).
However, as we’re building a brand new facility rather
than refurbishing the current leisure centre, the
existing sports facilities at Carnival will need to close
for about 18 months.
Whilst we recognise there would be some
inconvenience for local users we believe this is the
best option and hope people will bear with us whilst
we create a much better leisure centre. People would
still be able to access leisure facilities at the following
locations:
■ Gym facilities at St Crispins Leisure centre,
Wokingham
■ Swimming and gym facilities at Loddon Valley
Leisure Centre, Earley
■ Swimming and gym facilities at Bulmershe Leisure
Centre, Woodley

■ Opened a new Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) at Gorse
Ride including street ball courts, tennis zone and an
185m circuit for health walks, jogging and cycling

When will this happen?

The Strategy also ties in closely with the work the Council
is doing to improve open spaces and children’s play to
encourage people to get more active and make the most
of their local area including new cycle ways across the
Borough, new destination play areas and country parks,
and improvements to Woodley Precinct including new play
facilities and public areas.

Carnival Phase 2 is the final phase of the current town
centre regeneration projects.
With lots going on around the town the phasing is critical
and we are being careful to not do too much at one time.
Work will start on site in mid to late 2019 with the project
expected to be completed in early 2021.

www.regenerationcompany.co.uk

CREATING A FUTURE

FOR WOKINGHAM TOWN CENTRE
Creating strong communities where residents
have the leisure and recreational facilities they
need is at the heart of Wokingham Borough
Council’s Vision for regenerating its town centres.
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CARNIVAL PHASE 2
WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING

Carnival Phase 2 is an exciting project to improve and increase leisure, culture and community
facilities at the Carnival site in Wokingham town centre.

Refining our Ideas

Decision to rebuild

In June 2016 we started building Phase 1 of the Carnival
proposals with the new 529 multi-storey car park set to open
shortly and the new Wokingham Superbowl bowling alley
later this autumn.

When we last shared ideas for Carnival Phase 2 our
preference was to extend the centre and refurbish
the pool. However, following more comprehensive
surveys, we found the work required is far more
extensive than first thought. To fix what needs
replacing would cost a significant amount of money
and would also require the pool to shut for at least
a year.

Since we first published our outline plans in 2015, we’ve been
carrying out more research and gathering feedback from
other sources to develop our plans further. These include:
■ Leisure Strategy consultation (winter 2016) to identify
leisure facilities needed and where to locate them
■ Library Offer consultation (spring 2016) to identify how
people wanted to use local libraries and types of
facilities to be included
■ Discussions with leisure providers, commercial
operators and other authorities to understand best
practice and demand
■ Detailed building surveys of the existing leisure centre
We’ve been using all of this to design an exciting new leisure,
culture and community hub in the town centre. We think it’s
going to be a fantastic new space for the town centre and
want to hear what you think.

Library

CARNIVAL:

OUR PROPOSALS
Great leisure facilities
■ Designed in line with latest guidance and taking
	account needs of the existing and future population,
and a changing population
■ A new six lane 25m pool, teaching pool and a spa
area with sauna and steam facilities

Attractive design

Sharing spaces

■ P
 rominent main entrance designed to draw people
in and make centre feel welcoming

Sharing lots of facilities not only helps reduce operating
costs but means users can all benefit from:

■ New library providing a larger amount of useable
floor space than current library building

■ Large windows to allow natural light and show
things are happening inside

■ Linking trips together and accessing new services in
a ‘one-stop’ location

■ All on the ground floor

■ Materials for building, new public spaces and
landscaping will be chosen to compliment other
town centre developments

■ New café space, accessible to users of the leisure
centre, library and the general public

Improved library space and
cultural uses

■ A large main gym

■ Improved layout with lots of natural light

■ Separate specialist gym for those with long term
conditions

■ Flexible space with moveable furniture to offer
wider range of activities

We looked again at our options and we are
proposing that the centre should be rebuilt for the
following reasons:

■ Four court indoor sports hall

■ Meeting rooms and spaces for library events,
cultural events, workshops and community hire

■	Improved layout with greater flexibility of space

■ Large new wet and dry changing areas, including
individual showers, changing cubicles and lockers

■	Ability to co-locate other facilities to the site,
including proposals for a new library space

■ New studio spaces for classes and events

■ New exhibition spaces in library and café
■	Opportunity to host larger cultural events in shared
studios or new sports hall which can easily convert
to a 400 seat performance, lecture and events space

■	Modern, sustainable building with reduced
operating and management costs

Commercial elements

■	Possible opportunity for longer library opening
hours due to co-location with the leisure centre

■	More eye catching exterior design

■ Two new commercial units

■	Ability to move freely between library space and
other public areas such as café

■ Suitable for leisure led businesses such as a
restaurant, gallery, or a new large soft play facility to
attract families to the town centre

■ Public toilets and accessible changing places facility
■ Spaces designed for push chairs and mobility
scooters

Better connections
■ New signalised pedestrian crossing at Wellington
Road
■ Improved pedestrian links to new Elms Field
development and town centre
■ Improved footpath to railway bridge and south of
Wokingham

■ New pedestrianised promenade and public areas
outside of centre

New homes
■ New apartments alongside western-edge of site

■ Adjacent to the new multi-storey car park

■ Around 55 new one and two bed apartments with
parking

■ Improvements to Wellington Road, including
enhanced landscaping and paving

■ Overlooking public spaces to help create safe and
vibrant areas
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IMPROVING FACILITIES WHAT’S NEXT?
ACROSS THE BOROUGH
The work at Carnival is part of a series of works by the
Council to improve sports, library and community
facilities across the Borough.

Libraries
The Council’s Library Offer consultation in 2016
gave a strong picture of what people wanted from
their local library. This included support for longer
opening hours, co-location with other services
(Council, health, community) and a wider range of
events for both families and adults.
Here are some of the projects we have been
working on across the Borough to improve our
libraries:
■	Installing self-service kiosks to make it easier
to borrow and renew books, pay fines and
carry out other transactions
■ Bringing in extended opening hours so more
people can access the library
■ Improvements to library buildings including
a new courtyard garden, a new hireable
meeting room and improvements to the
entrance area at Woodley Library
■ New reception desks, carpeting and
refurbishment works at out three largest libraries
■ Working with other services to bring library
schemes to local communities such as the
Bookstart days at Dinton Pastures and
delivering a home library service to residential
care homes across the Borough
■ An increasingly varied range of events varying
from lectures, to drop in writing sessions and
art courses

Leisure centres
In early 2017 the Council adopted the new Leisure Strategy
which focusses on improving access to a wide range of sports
and leisure facilities across the Borough. Here are some of
the projects we have been working on:
■ Working in partnership with the Lawn Tennis Association
to create a new tennis hub at Cantley park with 12
tennis courts, floodlighting to extend use and a new
clubhouse. The new facility will open in May
■ Developing proposals to rebuild Bulmershe leisure
centre in Woodley with a new facility including sports
hall, six lane swimming pool, gym and fitness studio.
Work on the new centre is expected to complete in 2019
■ Developing plans for a new leisure centre in Arborfield
which is expected to open summer 2018
■ Purchased land at Gray’s Farm which is set to become an
outdoor leisure hub for the area
■ Started work on re-opening the Ryeish Green Sports Hall
as a new community leisure facility with improved
facilities including outdoor sports pitches and changing
facilities

Getting involved
We’re in the process of developing detailed designs and
technical assessments we need to submit the planning
application later this summer. We are showing the
designs now, so you can share your thoughts and ideas
before a planning application is submitted.
We will be using your feedback to help shape the
application as well as help us carry out more work on
things like the internal layout of the library and public
spaces. We will also use it to get a detailed picture of
what events could run in the new centre. We will be
talking to you more about these as we get closer to the
new facility opening in 2021.
Let us know what you think of our new proposals for a
leisure, culture and community hub by contacting the
Regeneration Team at:
towncentre.regeneration@wokingham.gov.uk ; or
by post at: Town Centre Regeneration, Wokingham
Borough Council, Civic Offices, Shute End, Wokingham.
RG40 1BN; by Sunday 21 May 2017.
You will also be able to make comments about the
designs as part of the formal planning application
process this summer. We will be letting you know about
this closer to the time.

Will I still be able to access
the existing facilities whilst
the new one is built?
We don’t expect any significant impact on library users
as the new building will be completed and fitted out
before the old library closes (although there would be
a brief closure while all the books and other stocks are
moved).
However, as we’re building a brand new facility rather
than refurbishing the current leisure centre, the
existing sports facilities at Carnival will need to close
for about 18 months.
Whilst we recognise there would be some
inconvenience for local users we believe this is the
best option and hope people will bear with us whilst
we create a much better leisure centre. People would
still be able to access leisure facilities at the following
locations:
■ Gym facilities at St Crispins Leisure centre,
Wokingham
■ Swimming and gym facilities at Loddon Valley
Leisure Centre, Earley
■ Swimming and gym facilities at Bulmershe Leisure
Centre, Woodley

■ Opened a new Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) at Gorse
Ride including street ball courts, tennis zone and an
185m circuit for health walks, jogging and cycling

When will this happen?

The Strategy also ties in closely with the work the Council
is doing to improve open spaces and children’s play to
encourage people to get more active and make the most
of their local area including new cycle ways across the
Borough, new destination play areas and country parks,
and improvements to Woodley Precinct including new play
facilities and public areas.

Carnival Phase 2 is the final phase of the current town
centre regeneration projects.
With lots going on around the town the phasing is critical
and we are being careful to not do too much at one time.
Work will start on site in mid to late 2019 with the project
expected to be completed in early 2021.

www.regenerationcompany.co.uk

CREATING A FUTURE

FOR WOKINGHAM TOWN CENTRE
Creating strong communities where residents
have the leisure and recreational facilities they
need is at the heart of Wokingham Borough
Council’s Vision for regenerating its town centres.

CARNIVAL
PHASE 2
SPRING 2017

Artist sketch of the new development across Wellington Road from Elms Field

Artist sketch of the new development from Carnival roundabout

IMPROVING FACILITIES WHAT’S NEXT?
ACROSS THE BOROUGH
The work at Carnival is part of a series of works by the
Council to improve sports, library and community
facilities across the Borough.

Libraries
The Council’s Library Offer consultation in 2016
gave a strong picture of what people wanted from
their local library. This included support for longer
opening hours, co-location with other services
(Council, health, community) and a wider range of
events for both families and adults.
Here are some of the projects we have been
working on across the Borough to improve our
libraries:
■	Installing self-service kiosks to make it easier
to borrow and renew books, pay fines and
carry out other transactions
■ Bringing in extended opening hours so more
people can access the library
■ Improvements to library buildings including
a new courtyard garden, a new hireable
meeting room and improvements to the
entrance area at Woodley Library
■ New reception desks, carpeting and
refurbishment works at out three largest libraries
■ Working with other services to bring library
schemes to local communities such as the
Bookstart days at Dinton Pastures and
delivering a home library service to residential
care homes across the Borough
■ An increasingly varied range of events varying
from lectures, to drop in writing sessions and
art courses

Leisure centres
In early 2017 the Council adopted the new Leisure Strategy
which focusses on improving access to a wide range of sports
and leisure facilities across the Borough. Here are some of
the projects we have been working on:
■ Working in partnership with the Lawn Tennis Association
to create a new tennis hub at Cantley park with 12
tennis courts, floodlighting to extend use and a new
clubhouse. The new facility will open in May
■ Developing proposals to rebuild Bulmershe leisure
centre in Woodley with a new facility including sports
hall, six lane swimming pool, gym and fitness studio.
Work on the new centre is expected to complete in 2019
■ Developing plans for a new leisure centre in Arborfield
which is expected to open summer 2018
■ Purchased land at Gray’s Farm which is set to become an
outdoor leisure hub for the area
■ Started work on re-opening the Ryeish Green Sports Hall
as a new community leisure facility with improved
facilities including outdoor sports pitches and changing
facilities

Getting involved
We’re in the process of developing detailed designs and
technical assessments we need to submit the planning
application later this summer. We are showing the
designs now, so you can share your thoughts and ideas
before a planning application is submitted.
We will be using your feedback to help shape the
application as well as help us carry out more work on
things like the internal layout of the library and public
spaces. We will also use it to get a detailed picture of
what events could run in the new centre. We will be
talking to you more about these as we get closer to the
new facility opening in 2021.
Let us know what you think of our new proposals for a
leisure, culture and community hub by contacting the
Regeneration Team at:
towncentre.regeneration@wokingham.gov.uk ; or
by post at: Town Centre Regeneration, Wokingham
Borough Council, Civic Offices, Shute End, Wokingham.
RG40 1BN; by Sunday 21 May 2017.
You will also be able to make comments about the
designs as part of the formal planning application
process this summer. We will be letting you know about
this closer to the time.

Will I still be able to access
the existing facilities whilst
the new one is built?
We don’t expect any significant impact on library users
as the new building will be completed and fitted out
before the old library closes (although there would be
a brief closure while all the books and other stocks are
moved).
However, as we’re building a brand new facility rather
than refurbishing the current leisure centre, the
existing sports facilities at Carnival will need to close
for about 18 months.
Whilst we recognise there would be some
inconvenience for local users we believe this is the
best option and hope people will bear with us whilst
we create a much better leisure centre. People would
still be able to access leisure facilities at the following
locations:
■ Gym facilities at St Crispins Leisure centre,
Wokingham
■ Swimming and gym facilities at Loddon Valley
Leisure Centre, Earley
■ Swimming and gym facilities at Bulmershe Leisure
Centre, Woodley

■ Opened a new Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) at Gorse
Ride including street ball courts, tennis zone and an
185m circuit for health walks, jogging and cycling

When will this happen?

The Strategy also ties in closely with the work the Council
is doing to improve open spaces and children’s play to
encourage people to get more active and make the most
of their local area including new cycle ways across the
Borough, new destination play areas and country parks,
and improvements to Woodley Precinct including new play
facilities and public areas.

Carnival Phase 2 is the final phase of the current town
centre regeneration projects.
With lots going on around the town the phasing is critical
and we are being careful to not do too much at one time.
Work will start on site in mid to late 2019 with the project
expected to be completed in early 2021.

www.regenerationcompany.co.uk

CREATING A FUTURE

FOR WOKINGHAM TOWN CENTRE
Creating strong communities where residents
have the leisure and recreational facilities they
need is at the heart of Wokingham Borough
Council’s Vision for regenerating its town centres.

CARNIVAL
PHASE 2
SPRING 2017

