
CREATING A FUTURE 
FOR WOKINGHAM TOWN CENTRE

How we plan the future 
As part of our Local Plan, Wokingham Borough Council 
assessed the size of the existing population, how it 
might grow in the future and the impact of this on  
local facilities.

We evaluated existing facilities - that’s things like new 
roads, schools, leisure and shops - to see what we would 
need to provide to meet Wokingham’s future needs.

Having identified what was needed, the Local Plan 
looked at where the new services and facilities should 
be built and it identified Wokingham town centre as the 
best location. 

We worked closely with the local community to develop 
a Town Centre Masterplan and identify where exactly 
the different facilities should be located in the wider 
town centre.

Why regenerate? 
Town centres are at the heart of the community. 
They are vibrant places to gather, socialise, and  
find the things you need in a convenient location. 

The modern high street is changing into a place that 
needs to provide good social facilities with a sense 
of a community, where people live and interact with 
each other, as well as shop. 

Wokingham needs to offer residents and businesses 
the experiences which will make them want to stay 
here, rather than go elsewhere, in order to secure 
the town centre’s long-term economic future.  
This means offering residents a better choice and 
quality of shops, services and leisure facilities all in 
one location and an ability to adapt as high streets 
continue to evolve. 

You have told us regenerating our town centre  
is one of your key priorities.
Our role is to ensure your town centre provides the facilities 
residents need and is able to meet the future demands of a 
changing and growing population. 
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ELMS FIELD: 
OUR PROPOSALS

For further information visit:  
www.regenerationcompany.co.uk  
 follow us @RegenCompany

That’s why we’ve revised 
the previous scheme by: 
 

 � Reducing the overall scale of the development

 � Designing a smaller foodstore 

 � Increasing the size of the park

 � Keeping more mature trees 

 � Introducing leisure facilities

Vibrant spaces 
 

 � New pedestrianised public spaces for  
leisure, relaxation and expansion of events  
and markets 

 � A high-quality town centre park including a new 
destination play area and large area of green 
open space

 � Spaces with facilities (such as water and 
electricity) to allow existing community events  
to expand and host new events throughout  
the year 

Improved facilities  
 

 � Greater choice and variety of shops

 � A smaller foodstore to meet local demand 

 � A new boutique-style cinema

 � A Premier Inn hotel to help meet local business 
and visitor demand

 � New homes which help to create a safer and 
vibrant environment for people at all times of 
day and in the evenings 

We’ve been listening to what local residents  
told us during our consultations, as well as talking 
to the market and potential tenants, to make sure 
we create a scheme that’s right for Wokingham. 

Enhanced connectivity  
and access  
 

 � Creating a new through road linking Wellington 
Road to Shute End

 � Delivering new surface car parking and 
retaining some spaces at the Paddocks

 � Improving pedestrian linkages to the centre  
of town and Carnival Pool

 � Moving Elms Road to the far edge of the park 
to improve open space
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ELMS FIELD: 
WE WANT YOUR THOUGHTS
Wokingham town centre is going to thrive in years 
to come. We strongly believe regeneration needs 
to happen and projects like this, along with Peach 
Place and the Carnival leisure hub, are critical. 

We need your help: 
We need your help on deciding things such as  
what kind of facilities should go into the new park?  
What kind of play area should we create? Should we 
include community planting? Do you think a cinema 
is a good idea and are there any other leisure 
facilities which could work? 

Please complete one of the consultation 
forms. We will use comments to help us design 
the scheme before we submit a planning 
application towards the end of the year. 

Consultation: 
This consultation runs from Monday March 9 
to Thursday April 2. 

You can download the information, including  
the consultation form, on our website at:  
www.regenerationcompany.co.uk or pick up  
a leaflet from our exhibition at the Civic Offices,  
Shute End, Wokingham. 

For further information visit:  
www.regenerationcompany.co.uk  
 follow us @RegenCompany

View from Wellington Road looking north
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Our first step in the 
process will be looking in 
more detail at Peach Place 
redevelopment: 
 

 � Public art: We want to see this become part 
of Wokingham’s fabric and want to look at what 
types of art could work and where it should go

 � Shop front design: We want to make  
sure shop windows create the right feel  
for Wokingham including styles, colour  
and signage

 � Landscaping: We want to create great flexible 
public spaces and want to look at things like 
planting, materials and seating

WE WANT YOUR HELP: 
WHAT’S NEXT?

We will be running similar groups for Elms Field. 
We will also be looking at additional working groups 
to discuss some aspects in more detail such as 
helping us design how the open space is landscaped 
and planted, what goes into the play area, as well as 
looking at what other events could work in the town 
and how they can be provided. 

Securing planning consent is just the first step in 
designing these schemes and making sure they 
look right for the town centre. 
During the planning application stages we deliberately 
use neutral designs in the images for things like shop 
frontages, and landscaping, as these are areas we want  
to consult on further once the proposals are approved.  

Help us:  
 
We’re looking for people to help us start shaping 
the detail of what we will be building as we move 
forward. We will be keeping people up to date on 
opportunities on our website at:  
www.regenerationcompany.co.uk 

HELP US...
You can help shape our plans by taking part  
in our Elms Field consultation. Please go to:  
www.regenerationcompany.co.uk
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