
CREATING A FUTURE 
FOR WOKINGHAM TOWN CENTRE
Creating strong communities where residents 
have the leisure and recreational facilities they 
need is at the heart of Wokingham Borough 
Council’s Vision for regenerating its town centres.

For further information visit:  
www.regenerationcompany.co.uk  
 follow us @RegenCompany

What’s happening with other  
regeneration projects?

Work on all phases of Wokingham regeneration  
is going well: 

 � We’ve submitted the planning application for  
Peach Place with a decision expected in March

 � We’ve been revising our proposal for Elms Field  
and will be giving you the opportunity to input  
into these ideas in the coming months, with 
consultation expected soon.

REGENERATION: 
CREATING OUR FUTURE COMMUNITY

WHAT’S NEXT? 

When will this happen?    
Following the submission of a hybrid planning 
application in the spring, it hopefully will be considered 
by the Planning Committee in summer 2015. 

If planning consent for the car park is agreed, we would 
start construction in spring 2016 with completion by 
the end of the year. 

We’re working hard to make sure Wokingham town centre meets 
our residents needs and that’s why we are regenerating key sites 
like the Carnival Pool, Peach Place and Elms Field. 

What are we doing now?   
 � We’ve been working up designs with the Bowling 

operators to provide a new and improved building 
as part of the scheme 

 � We’ve been talking to other occupiers of the site, 
such as the Cadets and Southgate House, about 
how they can be integrated into the scheme or 
opportunities to relocate them elsewhere in the 
area

 � We’re seeking your views on our proposals 
through a public consultation which runs from 
February 9 to March 6.

What will you do with the 
results of the consultation?   
We will consider your comments and ideas and work 
up detailed designs for the car park. It will also help 
us refine our ideas for the layout of the site and what 
leisure facilities will be included.

Plans will come forward in the spring as a hybrid 
planning application.  This will include full detail on the 
car park design and outline (block) ideas for the rest  
of the site. 

Your comments will help us develop detailed designs 
for the rest of the site including the types of leisure and 
how it could be provided. Once we have these detailed 
designs we will consult again.



The Council wants to contribute to its residents’ health,  
well-being and quality of life by providing high quality leisure 
facilities and spaces right here in Wokingham town centre.

Creating a Leisure Hub  
for Wokingham 
We want to create a new leisure hub for Wokingham  
as part of our regeneration plans.

 � We’ve been reviewing our existing sports and 
leisure facilities, looking at how they are used,  
what works well and how they can be improved 

 � We’ve been speaking directly to residents on their 
ideas and aspirations for leisure facilities and how 
they might use them 

 � We’ve been looking at the leisure requirements 
for an ever growing population and looking at how 
these should best be provided for the Borough

 � We’ve been looking at successful leisure schemes 
across the country and talking to experts on the 
type of scheme which could work for you  
in Wokingham

What has this told us?  
This research has generated a wide range of ideas 
for across the Borough such as proposals for a new 
swimming pool in Arborfield, and new sports pitches 
on the Grays farm site on Heathlands Road. 

Feedback from the recent leisure facilities survey for 
the town has also allowed us to refine our plans for 
the Carnival Pool site. 

For example: we need to create spaces which work 
for a wide range of uses by lots of individuals and 
groups throughout the day and evening. 

We’ve been taking account the different ideas and 
would like to get feedback from you on our plans.

CARNIVAL LEISURE HUB: 
OUR PROPOSAL

ALL ABOUT... 
THE EXPERIENCE

Improved facilities  
for the town 

 � Refurbishment of the existing Carnival Pool 

 � Extension of the leisure facilities to include a 
relocated and improved bowling alley, a larger  
gym and new indoor sports facilities

 � Creation of flexible spaces and buildings which, 
could also be used for activities such as live 
performance, culture and community events

 � Opportunity for services like an on-site café, a 
restaurant or small retail and business provision

 � Opportunity for an improved range of leisure 
facilities in the town

 � New homes which help to create a safer and 
vibrant environment for people at all times of day 
and the evening, and to help us pay for improved 
facilities for the town

Improved connectivity  
and access    

 � A new car park, around 500 spaces, to make sure 
we meet the needs of a growing town 

 � Help provide high quality parking at the right 
locations which will mean traffic no longer needs  
to circulate the town to access car parks  

 � The opportunity to relocate the access to the 
existing Carnival Pool to link it into the new spaces 

 � The opportunity to create a stronger pedestrian 
link through to the town centre including an 
improved crossing route to the north 

 � Improve access to the new footbridge which 
Network Rail will be installing to cross the railway 
line towards Molly Millars Lane

Improved  
spaces  
 

 � Use trees, plants 
and high quality 
landscaping materials 
to create an attractive 
environment 

 � Create new public 
spaces for leisure  
and relaxation 

 � Clearer separation 
between pedestrians  
and cars using the site

Some elements of the 
proposals are fixed.  
That’s things like: 
 

 � Improving leisure facilities within the  
town centre at this location

 � Retaining the existing swimming pool

 � Provision of a car park which needs to  
provide 500 spaces 

There are lots of things we 
would like your views on:  
 

 � What do you think of the kind of leisure uses we 
are proposing?  Have we left anything out?

 � How would you use the new spaces and what kind 
of things should they include? 

 � What should the car park look like and what types 
of facilities should it offer? 

 � Are there any other facilities you would like  
to see on the site?

We believe our proposals will create a leisure  
hub that provides our residents with the types  
of recreational facilities they need in Wokingham. 

We’d like to get some feedback from you on our proposals.  
Please help us shape the final plans for the site.

Example cladding approaches

Artist sketch of the car park with a basic cladding approach

HELP US... You can help shape our plans by taking part in our Carnival 
Pool consultation. Please complete the consultation questions 
in this leaflet or visit: www.regenerationcompany.co.uk/


